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WE RECOGNIZE OUR GRADUATES 

 

The following is a list of this year’s grads, as 
we are aware of them.  We are very proud of 
them and pray that God may bless them in 
their future endeavors!  Be sure to congratu-
late them on their accomplishments.  We plan 
on honoring our graduates during worship on 
Sunday, June 14th.   
 
High School Graduates 
 
Sean Rose:  Somerset Area High School 
 
College 
Sydney Geary:  The University of Pittsburgh at 
Greensburg 
Balee Wahl:  Conemaugh School of Nursing 
as an RN 
 
Graduate School 
Zachary Ankney:  Jefferson Medical College 
with an M.D. 
Westley Conn:  Boston University School of 
Theology with an M Div 

St. Paul’s Extends a Special Thank 
You to Our Sunday School Teachers 

 
As another school year comes to an end, we 
are grateful for those who have shared their 
time and talents with us.  Their dedication is 
the greatest lesson they have given us!  
 
Here is a list of our teachers and Christian Ed-
ucation committee members: 
 
Isabel Shumaker--Preschool and Kindergarten 
Kim Keim--Preschool and Kindergarten 
Suzy Housley--Grades 1-3 
Christie Schenck--Grades 1-3 
Kristen Mumau--Grades 4-6 
John Harris--Grades 4-6 
Angie Richards, Sue Geary--The Youth Class 
Craig Weaver--The Adult Class 
Gary Cameron, Carole Wilson, and Max 
Ankney--Young at Heart Class Class 

The Heroes are Coming to Vacation Bible School! 
 
Please plan on joining us for VBS the week of June 26th.  Children from 3 years old to 6th grade 
are invited to attend.  Music, Bible stories, games, crafts, and lots of good food await participates 
of this year’s VBS.  Pre-registration forms are available in the Edgewood Ave. entry.   
 
This year’s VBS is a cooperative effort between 4 partner churches in the community (St. Francis 
in the Fields Episcopal Church, St. Paul’s UCC, Somerset Church of the Brethren, and Trinity Lu-
theran Church, Somerset).  Additional help is needed, so please talk to Pastor Matt or Peg Roy if 
you are available that week! 



2 

 

A Le�er from Pastor Ma� 

Dear St. Paul’s Family, 

 

I’ve been thinking a lot about the gifts of the Holy 

Spirit lately.  The scripture lessons for Pentecost 

Sunday reminded me that we are not just called to 

be the church, but that God has given each of us 

certain gifts to share with the world in service of 

Christ.  The apostle Paul lists those gifts in his let-

ter to the church in Corinth.  Here’s a concise list 

taken from 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13:   

 

Speaking Wisdom 

Speaking Knowledge 

Faith 

Healing 

Working of Miracles 

Prophecy  

Discernment 

Speaking and Interpreting Tongues (languages) 

 

Now it’s tempting for me to simply tell you to pick 

your gift and use it, but my hunch is, if you’re like 

me, it’s hard to imagine the Holy Spirit being upon 

you giving a gift, let alone claiming one of these 

gifts as your own!  Such claims can feel arrogant or 

self-serving. 

 

Putting aside personal inhibitions and reservations, 

the fact is that God has called and will always call 

and gift people for doing Christ’s work in the 

world.  There are plenty of stories in the Bible 

about ordinary men and women being called to do 

extraordinary things for God.  These people be-

come prophets, kings, apostles, and special messen-

gers for God.  Their lives, while instructive and in-

spiring, can also be intimidating as we think about 

how we can serve God.  “Surely, I can’t do what 

Mary or Paul did!” are often the kind thoughts that 

run through my mind when I think of great figures 

of faith in scripture. 

 

Lest we get too discouraged, the Holy Spirit has 

placed ordinary people in our everyday lives who 

show us how God is at work in our world.  Hope-

fully you can think of an individual or two whose 

wise words bring comfort and perspective to a cha-

otic situation.  You likely can think of some folks 

whose knowledge make work go smoother or bring 

resolution to problems.  Undoubtedly you know a 

healer or two, someone who uses their presence to 

bring comfort or knowledge to resolve sickness and 

disease.  We are surrounded by faithful people who 

God (and we!) can rely upon to share reminders of 

Christ’s grace and mercy in a hurting world.  We 

have prophets and miracle workers who find hope 

in hopeless situations and declare that resurrection 

is possible because God is present.  And then there 

are those who have the gift of discernment.  These 

patient souls journey with us through uncertainty, 

prayerfully seeking guidance and a way.  The 

speakers and interpreters of tongues are all around 

us in this super-connected world of mass media.  

They have a knack for translating the good news of 

the gospel in many different languages and commu-

nication platforms. 

 

I have been thinking of you, members of our church 

family, as I typed out the above paragraph.  Faces 

kept popping into my head of people I know that 

have been gifted by the Spirit.  This should come as 

no surprise, because if you count yourself as a fol-

lower of Christ, the Holy Spirit has given you some 

of these gifts.  The only thing left to do is to claim 

your gift and use it!  God needs our positive re-

sponse to continue Jesus’ work in the world.  Are 

you up for it?   

 

I know you are! 

May God bless our journey together! 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Matt 

The Service of Ordination of Westley Conn 
 
The congregation of St. Paul’s United Church 
of Christ along with the Somerset Association 
of the Penn West Conference will be ordain-
ing Mr. Westley Conn at a special service on 
Sunday, July 16, 2017 at 3:00pm in the 
church sanctuary.  Church and community 
members are invited to join the celebration.  A 
special fellowship time will follow the ordina-
tion service.  Wes has accepted a call to be 
an associate pastor at the Harvard Church, 
Cambridge, MA.   
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June’s Offering:  Habitat for Humanity—   

       A Hand Up, Not A Hand Out 

Our local Habitat chapter continues to be active in 

our county, partnering with volunteers and low in-

come families to achieve the dream of home owner-

ship.  Over the years, a number of our members 

have volunteered for Habitat, helping house fami-

lies throughout Somerset County.  According to 

Habitat for Humanity’s website, their mission state-

ment embodies a life-giving spirit:  Habitat for Hu-

manity believes that every man, woman and child 

should have a decent, safe and affordable place to 

live. We build and repair houses all over the world 

using volunteer labor and donations. Our partner 

families purchase these houses through no-profit, 

no-interest mortgage loans or innovative financing 

methods.  We are please to continue our partnership 

with Habitat for Humanity! 

 

 

July’s Offering is:  The SAM Van 

Somerset Area Ministries (SAM) has been offering 

a free medical van service to the people of Somerset 

County for the past nine years.  The van has taken 

residents to hospitals in Pittsburgh and Johnstown.  

Our support of the SAM Van has helped to benefit 

elderly and needy neighbors who aren’t able to se-

cure their own transportation to medical appoint-

ments.  St. Paul’s Church Family is happy to part-

ner with other local churches to make this important 

service possible. 

  

In August, St. Paul’s will partner with the  Somer-

set Area Food Pantry.  The Somerset Area Food 

Pantry serves the residents of the Somerset Area 

and Rockwood Area school districts.  They provide 

nutritious food items to hundreds of individuals in 

need each Wednesday out of the basement of Trini-

ty Lutheran Church, Somerset.  Our monetary offer-

ing will assist in purchasing food. 

Summer Worship at St. Paul’s 

(Worship begins at 9:30am.) 

 

One of the ways that God speaks to us is through 

our worship time together.  The season of Pentecost 

gives us the opportunity to discern the ways in 

which God is calling us to a life of growth and vital-

ity.  We are truly partners in Christ’s saving work, 

so let us make regular worship a part of our discern-

ment process.   

 

Please visit our church website 

(www.stpaulsuccsomerset.org) during the summer 

months to see updates and worship themes.  Scrip-

ture readings can be found there for personal read-

ing and devotion.   

 

I’ll see you in worship! 

Pastor Matt 

 

Worship begins at 9:30              

   Sunday school at 10:45 

Contacting Pastor Matt and Amanda 

  

New mailing address:  354 Welsh Hill Rd., Friedens, PA  15541 

Cell Phone Numbers:  Matt: 814-279-5504.  Amanda:  814-279-5505 (they have dropped their land line, 

but both 279 numbers are local, no need to dial 814, just like dialing 445) 

Email: Matt:  jmdeal@gmail.com  Amanda:  ajhern@gmail.com 

 

2017 HIGH SCHOOL & COLLEGE 
GRADUATES:  Please let us know if you are 

a graduate!  We would like to honor you by 

placing your graduate photo in our display case 

in the narthex.  We would like a 5x7, however, 

if you do not have this size, please bring us 

what you have available.  Thank you! 
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Child Sponsorship Program 

Since the 1950’s, the United Church of Christ has been 

involved in child sponsorships.  As of July 1, 2000, the 

Child Sponsorship Program became a part of Global 

Ministries.  The program is committed to helping chil-

dren at risk by providing a practical way for individuals 

and churches to “extend a helping hand.”  Monthly con-

tributions enable a sponsored child to be adequately 

housed, clothed, and fed, and to have basic health care 

until they are 18 years old.   

 

According to Lind Lawrence, the current administrator, 

the Child Sponsorship Program provides assistance to 

more than 1,000 children in 11 centers throughout the 

world.  All centers are related to our global partners 

thought Global Ministries.  These include centers in In-

dia, Africa, the Middle East, the Caribbean, Philippines, 

and Armenia. 

 

At St. Paul’s, the Women’s Fellowship has supported a 

child at the Rawdat El-Zuhur school for over 15 years.  

The school, located in East Jerusalem, serves 250 Pales-

tinian children through its preschool and elementary 

classes.  The current child , age 10, Baha Nijem, attends 

the primary school. 

 

If you would like to contribute to this project, please 

mark your envelope “Child Sponsorship/Women’s Fel-

lowship,” or contact Phyllis Moore.  Thanks to all who 

have and continue to support this vital program. 

 

--The Women’s Fellowship Committee 

Church Camp Schedule 

The 2017 Living Waters brochures are now availa-

ble!  Copies of the brochures, complete with this 

year’s schedule of events are available in the Edge-

wood Avenue Narthex.  Scholarships are available 

for those who are interested in attending camp.  

Please talk to Pastor Matt for more details. 

Greeters & Ushers for the summer 

 

June 4: Communion by Intinction:   Roger Ray-

man,—Chair & Elder, Harold Weaver—Elder, 

Donna Phillippi, Kenny Shaffer 

June 11:  Michele Sredy—Chair, Rose Chan, 

Audrey Hay, Nancy Thomas 

June 18: Barb Stutzman—Chair, Mike Stutzman, 

Suzy Housley, Luke Housley 

June 25: Patrick Ferko—Chair, Nancy Aultz, Bri-

an Aultz, Sienna Ash 

 

July 2: Communion by Intinction:  Sue Willison—

Chair & Elder, Candy Christner—Elder, Carrie 

Conn, Brad Conn 

July 9:  Jonathan Hillegas—Chair, Body Hillegas, 

Doug Glessner, Melody Glessner 

July 16:  Peg Roy—Chair, Isabel Shumaker, Judy 

Emerick, Rich Nichols 

July 23:  Craig Schenck—Chair, Tammie Waggle, 

Lucas Waggle, Phyllis Moore 

July 30:  John Geary, Jr.—Chair, Sue Geary, Anna 

Geary, John Geary, Sr. 

 

August 6:  Communion by Intinction, Steve Ad-

dleman—Chair & Elder, Karen Addleman—Elder, 

Mark Marteeny, Andra Snyder 

August 13:  Sally McClintock—Chair, Harold 

Wahl, Sally Wahl, Sharon Shaffer 

August 20:  Roger Rayman—Chair, George Hay, 

Judy Hay, Audrey Hay 

August 27:  Michelle Sredy—Chair, Dan Funk, 

Rose Chan, Anna Chan 
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Emailing the church and Pastor Matt:  If you 

need to email the pastor or the church, please direct your 

email to jmdeal@gmail.com--Thanks! 

 

The church office email is 

 stpaulsuccoffice1@gmail.com 
 

Transportation Assistance:  If you, or some-

one you know, needs a ride to church or any church

-related event, please contact the church office, 445

-4534. 

North Fork Church Picnic 
Come on out to the St. Paul’s United Church of 
Christ annual church picnic on Sunday, August 
20th at North Fork.  The good times will begin 
at 4:00 P.M.  with a covered dish din-
ner.  Drinks will be provided.  Bring your favor-
ite picnic dish along with utensils and plates for 
your family. 
 
After dinner there will be entertainment for the 
children while the adults visit and chat with 
church family and friends.  The day will con-
clude with a vesper service. 
 
Directions to North Fork can be found online or 
at the back of the church sanctuary.  Please 
see Harold Weaver or Audrey Hay if you have 
questions about the day.  We hope to see you 
there! 

The Men’s Brotherhood.  The men’s 
brotherhood will meet for breakfast on Sat-
urday, June 17th at 8:00am at King’s Res-
taurant.  All men of the church are invited to 
attend!   
 
Book of Remembrance forms are in 
the literature rack in the narthex.  If you 
wish to give a gift in memory of or in honor 
of a loved one, please use this form.  You 
can place it in your offering envelope along 
with your monetary gift or you can bring it to 
the office.  We save these forms for docu-
mentation until the Book of Remembrance 
is published in the newsletter twice a year.   
 
Bible Study: Bible Studies following wor-
ship themes will be held on Tuesdays at 
10:00am.  

A Very Special Thank You!  The Corner-
stone does not publish itself!  Thanks to Sally 
McClintock, Cornerstone editor, we get to en-
joy ten issues of church news each year.  Sal-
ly spends countless hours formatting and edit-
ing our church newsletter.  Not to mention, 
Sally has to deal with articles that are con-
stantly late (mostly because of Pastor Matt!) 
and does so with abundant grace and cheer.  
The next time you see Sally, be sure to thank 
her!  
 
I would be remiss if I did not thank Cindy Lam-
bert and the newsletter mailing team, as well.  
These men and women arrive at the church 
early in the morning, at a moment’s notice, to 
assemble, fold, stuff, and mail each issue of 
the Cornerstone.  Without them, we’d have no 
newsletter!   
 
Thanks for sharing your time and talents with 
us! 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Matt 
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